
Finding accommodation when going abroad 
 
The biggest challenge facing young people who move abroad, whether for 
work or for study, is finding suitable accommodation. It is important to be 
informed and safe when you make a booking, to avoid getting scammed. Here 
are some tips and best practices, to ensure you have a fantastic time abroad, 
wherever you go! 
 

Types of accommodation 
 

 If you’re a student, you have the option of staying in student residences. 
These have the added benefit of being safer, but tend to be more expensive.  

 If you prefer to have your own space, a studio might be a good option, 
although also more expensive, you have the benefit of complete privacy. 

 If you are going with a group of friends, then you might want to look for 
apartments with several rooms. You can split the rent and expenses and it’s 
especially good if you don’t want to live alone.  

 If you’re going to a city where you don’t know anyone, another option can be 
to rent a room in a flatshare. This is usually the cheapest option, and is a 
good way to meet new people 

 

Do your research 
 
Before moving to a new city, it’s important to do your research. You don’t want to 
end up in a bad part of the city, or somewhere far from your place of work or study. 
Check out city guides and research the best places to live, where most of the 
students are young people are, and make sure you always check the address of a 
potential place before signing a contract. Use google maps and streetview to get an 
idea of where you’ll be living. Also check transport links, and how long it takes to get 
to where you need to go (school or work).  
 
Another important part to research is average rent prices in your city. You can do 
this by either going to sites like numbeo (which shows cost of living all over the 
world), or checking popular accommodation sites for the city you’re going to. These 
can give you a relative idea of what to expect, so that you don’t end up paying more 
than necessary. 
 
Make sure you have a general idea of what your budget will be and how much you 
want to spend as well. A good budget can prevent you from overspending, or 
spending too much on rent and not having enough money for food.  
 

Don’t get scammed! 
 



If you’re heading to a new country, you might try to book your accommodation 
ahead of time. Sadly, there are individuals out there who will try to take advantage 
of you and take your money. It’s good to be aware and do your due diligence first, 
before agreeing to anything involving money. Scams often involve asking for the 
deposit ahead of time, over western union or other money transfer services. Here 
are some things to look out for: 
 

 If the apartment seems to good to be true, it probably is 
 The person gives you a long story about being out of the country, and 

needing to mail the keys to you 
 They ask you for a long list of personal information 
 They won’t accept any other kind of payment other than money transfer 

services 
 

However, some scams can seem very legitimate. So much so, that you might find 
yourself outside of your future flat, with no landlord in sight, and a deposit already 
paid and long gone. To prevent yourself from falling victim to scams, you can use 
housing agencies, however, they tend to charge high fees. Another option is to book 
through accommodation websites, like Eurasmus, which has a safe booking policy 
that ensures you never have to worry about scams.  
 

Best practices 
 Be clear about what you want. For example, if you’re not comfortable sharing 

a bathroom, look for an en-suite. Being clear about what you want 
beforehand will ensure that you’re not dissatisfied with your accommodation 
later. 
 

 Be respectful of the house rules, especially the ones in your contract. It is 
everyone’s responsibility to ensure that there is a respectful environment in 
the house. As well, violating the rules can get you kicked out, which nobody 
wants. 
 

 Always read the contract! Also make sure you get it double-checked by 
someone else (i.e. a parent, teachers, etc). You don’t want to sign something 
that can come back and bite you later. For example, some landlords may not 
allow visitors, or they may not allow TV after a certain time. If you read the 
contract first, you may be able to negotiate clauses you don’t like. At the very 
least, you can escape being trapped in a potentially bad rental contract.   
 

 Take pictures of everything and make sure there is an inventory in your 
contract that both you and your landlord sign. Some landlords may try to 
refuse to give your deposit back based on existing damage, or other unfair 
reasons. Having an inventory signed by both parties ensures that you both 
remain honest, and pictures can work as proof. In addition, make sure you 

http://www.eurasmus.com/en/student-room-accommodation
http://www.eurasmus.com/
http://eurasmus.com/en/info/how-safe-booking-works


are aware of the reasons you may not get your deposit back, so that you don’t 
accidentally violate them.  

 
  Be aware of landlords who don’t offer a contract. It may seem like a good 

deal (you can leave whenever you want, etc), but you’re leaving yourself 
vulnerable to abuse. Without a contract, the landlord can kick you out 
without warning, or raise the rent on you, etc.  

 
 Make sure you get your landlords direct contact details so you can contact 

them with any problems you have, or repairs you need to be made. As well, it 
is generally the landlord’s responsibility to pay for any repairs.  

 
 Know what kind of documents you will need. Some landlords may require 

references or proof of studies, etc. Make sure you have everything prepared 
before you leave your home country.  

 
 
This article was written by Jennifer Leong, international relations coordinator at 
Eurasmus, a site which promotes youth mobility through student rooms and 
internships abroad.  
 
Related links 
 
www.eurasmus.com/en/europe-internships 
www.eurasmus.com/en/student-room-accommodation 
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